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OLD SWEDISH COMPARED TO MODERN SWEDISH

Using a dictionary or an online translator will not always work with Swedish. The
language has been reformed over the last two hundred years. The written language
is now closer to how it's spoken.

The most noticeable difference in grammar is that Swedish no longer uses plural
forms of verbs.

Some spelling changes:’

qv isnow kv
e (depending on pronunciation) isnow a
dt isnow ftt
f, fv, hv isnow v

The Swedish alphabet

In the Swedish alphabet, the letters a, 4, and & are different, just as o and ¢ are
different letters. The biggest practical impact it has on your research is when
searching alphabetically. The Swedish alphabet ends with the letters §, &, 6.

This is different from German, where & is listed with a, and 6 with o. The Danish and
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Norwegian alphabets end with &, g, &. They are the same letters (3=4a, &=3&, @ =0)
but in another order. In Swedish, v and w are sometimes grouped together.

Note that in this glossary you can search for & and & by typing a and for 6 by
searching for o.
Reading Swedish records

Many terms are capitalized in records, while in standard Swedish, only the first
word of a sentence or names start with an uppercase letter.

In older texts, abbreviations end with a colon rather than a period. Sentences may
end with an underscore.

The wordlist section of this glossary shows terms written in handwriting. Record
headers were typically printed. Most of these terms are also found in the wordlist.
Dates

Swedish dates were written as 13 juli 1853, or short 13/7 -53.
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SWEDISH ENGLISH SWEDISH ENGLISH
april, April April Koppor Smallpox
augusti, Augusti August Liiser Reads
Bonde Farmer maj, Maj, maji May
dag day man man
december, December December Manad Month
Dod Dead, Death mars, Mars March
Daodsorsalk Cause of Death Modprens dlder Age of the mother
Moderns dlder
Dotter Daughter november, November November
Driing Farmhand or boy od., odikta short for o&kta, illegitimate child
Dr short for Dotter or Drang october, October October
oktober
Driing Farmhand or boy Ogift Unmarried
Enka Widow Piga, pigan Maid, the maid or Girl, the girl
Anka
Enkling Widower quinna woman
Ankling kvinna
Faddrarne The Sponsors/The Godparents Sdrskilda anteckningar Special notes, Separate notes
Faddrarna
februari, Februari February september, September September
Fodelse, Fodelse- Birth soldat soldier
gift married son son
Hustru Wife torpare, torparen crofter, the crofter
ibidem, IBM In the same place, typically v, vac., Vaccinerad Vaccinated (against smallpox)
same parish (latin)
Jjanuari, Januari January yrke profession
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This wordlist is just the start

Shortcut to Sweden: lllustrated Genealogy Glossary shows

terms in three handwriting styles from the 1630s to the late
1890s, so you can recognize words in actual records. It also

has record headers, spelling reforms, dates, and guides to
transcriptions and reliable Al translations.

Read the records even if you don’t know how to read
Swedish: findaswede.com/glossary.
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